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Part of the issue seems to be that while you are discussing in the last post "investigating" or
"making progress" toward greater understanding, the problem is that you don't really know
when you have arrived. The problem reeks more of "black" and "white" resolution. Talking
about shades of grey can be fun, but how do we find the full and complete definition of black or
white by trial and error. If you don't watch out for the implications you end up like Cicero or
other academic skeptics saying that the "probable" is the best you can do, and from there you
are in a slippery slope toward total skepticism.

And to repeat the point made in the videos, this is not a question that derives from issues of
"virtue" alone. That is merely an interesting example. The problem is that of coming to grips
with whether it is ever possible to "know" anything - and that is exactly what Lucretius is
addressing in Book 4. But there are all sorts of other references to the same problem scattered
throughout.
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