Prolepsis / Anticipations As Epicurus' Answer to the
MENO Problem

Post by “Cassius” of October 31, 2024 at 8:39 PM

| see that the Matthew Lampert video posted above is the second of two videos he did
discussing Plato's Meno. This first video gives you the background and makes the excellent
point that the dialogue is not really about virtue at all (which is the way people generally talk
about it), but is about knowledge. He makes the point that "virtue" is just a particularly hard
subject, so that makes it a good test case for how we know about anything. Plato could just as
easily have talked about "the gods," rather than virtue, and made the same point. In fact, that's
what | think Hume decided to do in his "Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion."

| recommend this one as well, in case anyone is concern that "Meno" is mainly about virtue
rather than knowledge.

These are two very good videos. Good clear style, graphics, presentation, etc. Unfortunately |
don't see that he has done any on Epicurus.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yq4Y7Ul1lwfY

And note that at the very end he points that were Plato/Socrates is really going is to praise
"dialectic" as the way to get to the truth all questions. That's something again where Epicurus
would beg to disagree, and thus we come full circle to Epicurus' "canon" as the test of truth
rather than "dialectic."

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4124-prolepsis-anticipations-as-epicurus-answer-to-the-meno-
problem/?postID=32836#post32836 1
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