
The Three Μοῖραι
Post by “Cassius” of October 8, 2024 at 1:22 PM

Quote from Matteng

Here is defense but I know this can be an endless debate:

A quick additional comment:

After about 15 minutes I wasn't able (for now) to continue. You are right a hundred times over
that "this can be an endless debate." For those who find it helpful to go down the rabbit hole,
this looks like it could possibly be a very good video. It's definitely well crafted.

But I can't help but throw up my hands and think that this is another example of a rabbit hole
that has no happy ending for those who go choose to follow it down into its depths, no matter
what side of the debate you are on. In the end, it makes sense to me that we have to accept at
face value what the senses, anticipations, and feelings provide to us, and it seems to me that at
the very least these faculties tell me that there are at least some times when "I could have
acted differently." I may not be able to trace back down to the movement of particular atoms
through particular locations of void what is happening to make me sense this, but that's just
another example of how there can be truths at the micro level, and separate truths at the
macro level, and that neither level has a monopoly on truth.

As a practical matter it seems to me that Epicurus was right that it would be impossible for us
to live happily if we did not organize our lives as if we are confident that we have some amount
of free agency. Yes it's possible to take the opposite position, just like it is possible to take
varying positions on many philosophical issues, but we all have to make our choices about what
we choose to believe, and get on with life. Having confidence that we have some amount of
free will makes the most sense to me consistent with the evidence and reasoning that I can
grasp. Snow is white, and honey is sweet, and it appears to me that I have free will. That has to
be good enough and I judge it to be good enough - at least for me.
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