Tetrapharmakos in Philodemus's On Choices and
Rejections

Post by “Cassius” of October 4, 2024 at 1:14 PM

Don | noticed that in my prior thread here (from several years ago) | don't think you added any
comment. | think several of my links came from or through you, but since you are one of the
most-well-versed on the text issues, if you have anything new to add to bring that thread up to
date, please do.

In addition to the translation issue | think it is almost or more an issue that we do not have the
immediate before or after context of these lines. This lack of context accentuates what |
personally think is the ultimate issue, that the work in largest context appears to concern a
dispute among Epicureans in which over-simplification and not paying sufficient attention to
reading the original texts is a criticism being leveled by Philodemus against others.

Without the before or after context we have no way of knowing whether this formulation was
being cited approvingly or disparagingly. It's for that reason that | don't "blame" Philodemus for
the confusion that we now have to deal with. If more context is discovered at some point we
may find out the truth someday, but in the meantime this excerpt is the *only* statement of
this formulation in the ancient texts, and it is a shame that it is being presented to the world as
being as worthy of respect as if it were a well-attested statement of Epicurus himself.

Not saying that you have any new input on these issues but for others reading along
intermittently maybe at some point someone will make new connections that help us with it,
once they are aware of the issues.
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