
Ben's personal outline of Epicurean philosophy
Post by “Cassius” of May 15, 2019 at 2:00 PM

I have heard of that book by Pinker and seen it cited, but not read it. I tend to think that "blank
slate" is somewhat like "free will." it's one thing to say that babies are not born knowing the
complete works of Shakespeare, or even that 2 +2 = 4. But to say that they are born as
absolute blank pieces of paper, without any predispositions to understanding how paper and
writing instruments can be used, is also going way to far. And when we consider how easy it is
for us to accept that animals are born with certain patterns of behavior, it becomes pretty close
to preposterous to think that humans are not born with similar faculties.
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