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These defaced statues bring to mind the countless individual humans and their communities -
including but not limited at all to Epicureans - who were persecuted, killed, marginalized,
beaten into submission, by the "triumph" of Christianity. Bart Ehrman had reminded us that a
"triumph" is not a metaphor in ancient Rome. It is a celebration of the subjugation of your
enemy, a parade of their enslaved men, women, and children through the streets of the city.
Displaying your power that has hammered an enemy into submission.
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