Repackaged Epicureanism from a Christian writer?

Post by “Kalosyni” of September 1, 2024 at 4:22 PM

Very interesting...partly Epicurean: "no spiritual treasure to be found apart from the
experiences of human life on earth".

But there is a lot to unpack in the sentence: "My life depends on ignoring all touted distinctions
between the secular and the sacred, the physical and the spiritual, the body and the soul."

And in my mind this is still talking about a search for something "supernatural". Then the
following sentence says: "there is no way to God apart from the real life in the real world". |
would wonder about the idea of "finding a way to God" -- is it some kind of (Platonist) drive to
find perfection, or an ideal form, or ideal love, etc ?

Quote from Robert

(though perhaps perfect and incorruptible, as an Epicurean deity should be)

For myself, | don't think that there is enough within the Epicurean extant texts to flesh out this
idea (of an Epicurean deity) into any type of "spiritual practice".

Also, | wonder how to properly define some of these words...especially "sacred" and
"spiritual”... which may not have a place within the Epicurean philosophy. But | do think we can
look to Lucretius' poem (in Book 3) in order to know how Epicureans conceived the
understanding of the "soul".

There does remain the question of what happens to "mystery", the "unknowable", or "magick",
etc. for an Epicurean (or in ancient times the Eleusinian Mysteries). But when we consider the
Epicurean stance of "death is nothing to us" (which in practice is actually a much deeper and
complex idea than the way that it sounds on the surface) then the "supernatural" is no longer
needed, as well as the "spiritual" or the "sacred".

Perhaps @Twentier or Don may like to add some other additional ideas on this.
kkk

Edit note:

8:02 pm ET

Added reference to Lucretius' Book 3 talks about the nature of the soul.

Also, | was incorrect when | said the Torquatus section contained something on the nature of
the soul, and removed that reference from above.
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