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I feel much the same way on each of your points Matteng. If you are so inclined to make
comments here while you are reading the book, I feel sure those would be helpful to the group.
The charge of "lack of engagement with society" is in my view not at all warranted, but it has
been very damaging to the wider acceptance of Epicurean philosophy and needs to be dealt
with aggressively. No self-respecting healthy young person is going to be willing to embrace
Epicurean philosophy if they think that doing so requires them to withdraw from the world and
"live in a cave." I think most of us here share our disagreement with that charge, to the extent
that it seems ridiculous even to talk about the charge as if it were serious, but it certainly is a
serious one and much work needs to be invested in driving it away as in VS46:

VS46. Let us utterly drive from us our bad habits, as if they were evil men who have long done
us great harm.
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