
Episode 240 - Cicero's OTNOTG 15 - The False
Allegation That "General Assent" Was The Epicurean
Basis For Divinity
Post by “Cassius” of August 5, 2024 at 7:48 AM

This episode is devoted largely to refuting a specific allegation made by Cotta which
misrepresents Velleius' and Epicurus' position:

Quote from Cotta addressing Velleius

You have said that the general assent of men of all nations and all degrees is an
argument strong enough to induce us to acknowledge the being of the Gods

During the episode, I made a passing allusion to Cotta's argument being essentially that
Epicurus had adopted a "fifty million frenchmen can't be wrong" attitude.

This needs to be firmly rejected. Epicurus did not and would endorse, given that Epicurus was
well known for setting himself apart from the crowd and pointing out that the crowd is
frequently wrong.

Some may not be aware of my "Fifty million Frenchmen" reference, and in fact I am not sure I
was aware of the Cole Porter song myself, but here is the source of the allusion:

https://youtu.be/u-IP0DE2kTI
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