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Post by “Cassius” of July 23, 2024 at 11:15 AM

Anybody coming across this thread and getting motivated to plot some bell curves might want
to also consult the earlier thread in which a "spreadsheet" was discussed:

Post
A Draft Epicurean Pleasure Maximization Worksheet

Feelings cannot be reduced to numbers, and there are important limitations in the use of a
"worksheet" as an aid in evaluating choices and avoidances. However it may be helpful to some
people to visualize an illustration of the weighing process that some term the "hedonic
calculus." Here is a draft example for your consideration and comment. Scores included here
are of course fictional and for example only. A version of the spreadsheet in xlsx format is
attached for downloading.

…

Cassius
July 11, 2019 at 10:25 PM

Even though pictoral and mathematical representations are limited, and cannot possibly
capture the "feelings" that are involved in pleasure and pain, I continue to think that the
process of working through them is useful, especially in that trying to formulate them
emphasizes *how* in the end a mathematical analysus cannot hope to capture in objective
form the full human pleasure/pain evaluation, which is inherently subjective, especially as to
"mental" pleasure and pain.
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