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I want to get this down before I forget the list - at the moment I forget where the "cockeyed"
reference comes in, but we can circle back for that. This only took me about ten minutes to put
together. I am sure there are many more.

Every one one of these major positions of Epicurus can easily be ridiculed. Nevertheless, most
of us who study Epicurus come to the conclusion that when we look close they actually contain
much more than a "grain" of truth, from at least one very important perspective.

There's enough of this going on that we ought to consider that there is a pattern here.
Especially when considered VS29, and the argumentin Gellar-Goad's article describing "the sun
is the size it appears to be" as an Epicurean "shibboleth." To be an Epicurean in the ancient
world apparently meant being willing to be accused of being ridiculous, so why not even today
get used to it and revel in the experience?

Every one of these requires that we set aside superficial interpretations and look for the
perspective that makes them true:

1. All sensations are true.
2. Gods are plainly visible to us.
3. A truly blessed and imperishable being spends a life totally unoccupied.
4. Death is nothing to us.
5. Pleasure is the highest good.
6. Pleasure is the absence of pain.
7. The complete absence of pain is not only a pleasure, but the greatest pleasure.
8. The hand in its normal condition is not only experiencing pleasure, but the greatest

pleasure.
9. The host who is not in pain is in the same condition of pleasure as the thirsty guest who is

given drink.
10. Infinite time contains no greater pleasure than a limited life.
11. Acute pain is short, lesser pains are also short and manageable, and even longer-term

pains permit a predominance of pleasure over pain.
12. The size of the sun is at it appears to be.
13. Virtue is not the same for all people at all times and all places, but it is impossible to live

a happy life without living virtuously.
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14. If the pleasures of a profligate could in fact bring a pleasurable life we would have no
cause to blame them, because they would be achieving the goal, which is pleasure, and
avoiding the evil of life, pain.

15. If any pleasure could be magnified so as to occupy and remain over time our total
experience, pleasures would never differ from ne another.

16. The pleasure in the flesh is not increased when pain due to want is removed, but only
varied. PD18

17. Images moving through the air cause us to see ghosts which can be considered to be real
and make us think about gods and dead people. (e.g. Cicero's taunt of Cassius Longinus)

18. The dreams of madmen are true.
19. It is not easy to decide how we would act if we could commit crimes without being

discovered.
20. Democracy is the worst form of government (Twentier's Philodemus quote)
21. Kings are fine to live under if they bring about an end to men fearing each other. PD6
22. If we were not troubled by fear of gods and death and the limits of pains and desires, we

would have no need for natural science.

One good use of this thread would be to point out more we can add to this list.
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