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Quote from Cassius

I will probably re-title this and perhaps move it to physics, but we need at least one
thread to discuss possible physical mechanism by which Epicurus' theory of images is
treated as possibly containing at least a grain of truth and possibly much more.

Epicurean (well, technically Democritean) physical mechanism of images is wrong at the core.
Two millennia back nobody could possibly come up with the concept of electromagnetic
radiation, photons reflecting off of objects and optical mechanism of eyes. The objects
constantly emitting eidolas which move through the air and which are directly interacting with
us is a theory all right, but saying 'it has a grain of truth and possibly much more' is like saying
that when a caveman blew the dust off a rock he discovered how a pneumatic press work.
There is a grain there in the form of air pressure but linking it to a pneumatic press several
thousand years later is stretching a point a tiny bit.

I would even argue that Epicureans should have figured out by themselves that the theory of
images was flawed. If I can come up with below scenarios, I'm sure much brighter minds of the
past should have thought about it as well.

If every object constantly emits eidolas, what about objects that are made up with 2 atoms
only? Two atoms combined already make an object and according to the theory, that object
should start emitting constant flow of eidolas. But if it does, one of two things happen (probably
more, but I don't want to think about it for too long):
1) the object disappears instantly
2) the object is instantly replenished by exactly the same 2 atoms (which would require
conscious assembly abilities of atoms and atomic theory would be proven wrong)

Another problem is eidolas pushing though the air. If everything emits eidolas in every direction
all the time, it's impossible to use air as medium of transportation due to infinite conflicts of
direction resulting in some sort of 'eidola tornadoes'.

I guess Ancient Greeks were perfectly capable of raising such concerns and if there are
Epicurean solutions to the above concerns, feel free to point them out as I'm not aware of them.

My point is, let's appreciate ingenuity of Greek philosophers who were capable of extraordinary
though experiments without access to almost any scientific knowledge, but let's not try to paint
them as pneumatic press operation experts.
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