Prolepsis Citations from Long & Sedley

Post by “Don” of July 6, 2024 at 8:45 AM
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nstruction of Col.66 of On Piety.

s like this (Engraved 1844-1852 by
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QLo dlavo[nTnv]
15[A]tTov £xov [T®V]
GAAWY OVTWVY [Kal Ka-]
[60AJov mpog TNV, . ]
[7 lines missing]

That's A LOT of bracketed reconstructions. And its placement in the order of the text is a best
guess, too, from my understanding.

Just because something fits in the number of letters doesn't necessarily convince me that that
is the correct reconstruction. That said, the word nmpdéAnyuw is tantalizingly right there. And |
believe that the ndv doesn't have the usual definite article for it to refer to TO PAN "The All"
"the universe." The author (again could be Philodemus or Phaedrus) could be referring to "all
(somethings)" and not The All.

This exactly demonstrates my reluctance to rely too heavily on any of the Herculaneum papyri
that are too heavily damaged to reliably read blocks of text and not interpolate and reconstruct
what *might* have been there. There are good reliable sections of the On Piety papyri like Col.
75 for example. Unfortunately, Col. 66 isn't necessarily one of them from my perspective...
even if we would REAAALLLY like to have more context for that mpdAnyv.
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