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THE TAMING OF CHRISTIANITY, OR SCRIPTURE DECLAWED

....The materialist revolution of the nineteenth century could not have taken place without
undermining the authority of Scripture, a process that began in the seventeenth century,
spread in the eighteenth and became a kind of scholarly discipline in the nineteenth...”

....Hobbes gave us the first Epicurean-friendly interpretation of the Bible, stripped of all
miracles and spirits, and focused on this-worldly happiness and peace. Spinoza not only
duplicated Hobbes's efforts, but bequeathed to modernity the great fiction of Christ the merely
moral man, the harmless messiah for the nonscientific masses. Strauss completed the work of
both Hobbes and Spinoza, excising all elements of the Bible that did not fit into the Newtonian
universe, and providing the model and method that defined modern scriptural scholarship
thereafter...”
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