Lucian of Samosata - Main Biography

Post by “Bryan” of June 27, 2024 at 11:34 PM

Some highlights from "Nigrinus" by Lucian (translated by Fowler).

33. There is no satisfaction to be got out of the costliest viands before consumption; and after
it, a full stomach is none the better for the price it has cost to fill it. Ergo, the money is paid for
the pleasure snatched in transitu.

23. Not wealth, but the envy that waits on wealth, is the object of their desire. The truth is, gold
and ivory and noble mansions are of little avail to their owner, if there is no one to admire
them. If we would break the power of the rich, and bring down their pretensions, we must raise
up within their borders a stronghold of Indifference.

15. He whose ears must be tickled with lascivious songs, and the voluptuous notes of flute and
lyre — let all such dwell here in Rome; the life will suit them. Our streets and market-places are
filled with the things they love best. They may take in pleasure through every aperture, through
eye and ear, nostril and palate; nor are the claims of Aphrodite forgotten. The turbid stream
surges everlastingly through our streets; avarice, perjury, adultery — all tastes are represented.
Under that rush of waters, modesty, virtue, uprightness, are torn from the soul; and in their
stead grows the tree of perpetual thirst, whose flowers are many strange desires."
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