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THE MORAL REVOLUTION OF MATERIALISM

....There are three major points of transformation in the modern reembrace of moral
Epicureanism...”

»...First, Epicureanism became Machiavellian in strategy because it arose at a time when
Christianity was powerful and able to persecute its detractors...Obviously, the best place to
understand this Macchiavellianism is its source, Machiavelli himself...”

....5econd, modern Epicurean materialism shifted the original asceticism and embraced
hedonism instead...May we not push the material limits boundaries, so that we, and not chance,
determine the limits of pleasure? And so, rather than turn our powers towards ourselves in an
effort to control our desires, as Epicurus had counseled, modern Epicureanism bids us to turn
our powers against nature itself in an effort to control it, and remake it according to our
desires...Our main focus will be on Francis Bacon...”

....Third, Epicurean materialism became political rather than remaining apolitical, as it had
been originally. This move followed upon the second transformation, the mastering of nature
and the consequent releasing of desire from its natural limits...modern natural rights,an
invention designed to replace natural law, a vestige of the old view of cosmology that Galilean-
Newtonian atomism was in the process of displacing during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries...Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau...”
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