Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With
Marcus Aurelius And The Canonical Basis For the
Epicurean View Of Divinity

Post by “Cassius” of June 18, 2024 at 4:58 PM

I checked my old "Comparison Chart With the Stoics" to see what | collected years ago on
Stoics and the Gods, and unfortunately | see no Marcus Aurelius. This is what | did collect:

Epictetus - Enchiridion: 31. Be assured that the essential property of piety towards the gods
is to form right opinions concerning them, as existing and as governing the universe with
goodness and justice. And fix yourself in this resolution, to obey them, and yield to them, and
willingly follow them in all events, as produced by the most perfect understanding. For thus you
will never find fault with the gods, nor accuse them as neglecting you. And it is not possible for
this to be effected any other way than by withdrawing yourself from things not in our own
control, and placing good or evil in those only which are. For if you suppose any of the things
not in our own control to be either good or evil, when you are disappointed of what you wish, or
incur what you would avoid, you must necessarily find fault with and blame the authors. For
every animal is naturally formed to fly and abhor things that appear hurtful, and the causes of
them; and to pursue and admire those which appear beneficial, and the causes of them. It is
impractical, then, that one who supposes himself to be hurt should be happy about the person
who, he thinks, hurts him, just as it is impossible to be happy about the hurt itself. Hence, also,
a father is reviled by a son, when he does not impart to him the things which he takes to be
good; and the supposing empire to be a good made Polynices and Eteocles mutually enemies.
On this account the husbandman, the sailor, the merchant, on this account those who lose
wives and children, revile the gods. For where interest is, there too is piety placed. So that,
whoever is careful to regulate his desires and aversions as he ought, is, by the very same
means, carefulof piety likewise. But it is also incumbent on everyone to offer libations and
sacrifices and first fruits, conformably to the customs of his country, with purity, and not in a
slovenly manner, nor negligently, nor sparingly, nor beyond his ability. 32. When you have
recourse to divination, remember that you know not what the event will be, and you come to
learn it of the diviner; but of what nature it is you know before you come, at least if you are a
philosopher. For if it is among the things not in our own control, it can by no means be either
good or evil. Don't, therefore, bring either desire or aversion with you to the diviner (else you
will approach him trembling), but first acquire a distinct knowledge that every event is
indifferent and nothing to you., of whatever sort it may be, for it will be in your power to make a
right use of it, and this no one can hinder;then come with confidence to the gods, as your
counselors, and afterwards, when any counsel is given you, remember what counselors you
have assumed, and whose advice you will neglect if you disobey. Come to divination, as
Socrates prescribed, in cases of which the whole consideration relates to the event, and in

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3915-episode-234-cicero-s-otnotg-09-dealing-with-marcus-aurelius-and-
the-canonical-ba/?postID=30997#post30997 1



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z4w8x_H8miK2FuVaOo_Due82cOWOnZFrtnPSC0vlOi4/edit?pli=1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3915-episode-234-cicero-s-otnotg-09-dealing-with-marcus-aurelius-and-the-canonical-ba/?postID=30997#post30997
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3915-episode-234-cicero-s-otnotg-09-dealing-with-marcus-aurelius-and-the-canonical-ba/?postID=30997#post30997

which no opportunities are afforded by reason, or any other art, to discover the thing proposed
to be learned. When, therefore, it is our duty to share the danger of a friend or of our country,
we ought not to consult the oracle whether we will share it with them or not. For, though the
diviner should forewarn you that the victims are unfavorable, this means no more than that
either death or mutilation or exile is portended. But we have reason within us, and it directs,
even with these hazards, to the greater diviner, the Pythian god, who cast out of the temple the
person who gave no assistance to his friend while another was murdering him.

Epictetus, Enchiridion: 2. Upon all occasions we ought to have these maxims ready at hand:

"Conduct me, Jove, and you, 0 Destiny, Wherever your decrees have fixed my station."
Cleanthes

"I follow cheerfully; and, did | not, Wicked and wretched, | must follow still Whoever yields
properly to Fate, is deemed Wise among men, and knows the laws of heaven." Euripides, Frag.
965

And this third: "O Crito, if it thus pleases the gods, thus let it be. Anytus and Melitus may kill me
indeed, but hurt me they cannot." Plato's Crito and Apology

Diogenes Laertius, Life of Zeno: 88. And this is why the end may be defined as life in
accordance with nature, or, in other words, in accordance with our own human nature as well
as that of the universe, a life in which we refrain from every action forbidden by the law
common to all things, that is to say, the right reason which pervades all things, and is identical
with this Zeus, lord and ruler of all that is.

Diogenes Laertius, Life of Zeno: The good, it is added, are also worshippers of God; for they
have acquaintance with the rites of the gods, and piety is the knowledge of how to serve the
gods. Further, they will sacrifice to the gods and they keep themselves pure; for they avoid all
acts that are offences against the gods, and the gods think highly of them: for they are holy
and just in what concerns the gods. The wise too are the only priests; for they have made
sacrifices their study, as also the building of temples, purifications, and all the other matters
appertaining to the gods.

Diogenes Laertius, Life of Zeno: And the wise man, they say, will offer prayers, and ask for
good things from the gods: so Posidonius in the first book of his treatise On Duties, and Hecato
in his third book On Paradoxes.

Diogenes Laertius, Life of Zeno: The deity, say they, is a living being, immortal, rational,
perfect or intelligent in happiness, admitting nothing evil, taking providential care of the world
and all that therein is, but he is not of human shape. He is, however, the artificer of the
universe and, as it were, the father of all, both in general and in that particular part of him
which is all-pervading, and which is called many names according to its various powers. They
give the name Dia (Ala) because all things are due to (61&) him; Zeus (Zfva) in so far as he is
the cause of life (Cfjv) or pervades all life; the name Athena is given, because the ruling part of
the divinity extends to the aether; the name Hera marks its extension to the air; he is called
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Hephaestus since it spreads to the creative fire; Poseidon, since it stretches to the sea;
Demeter, since it reaches to the earth. Similarly men have given the deity his other titles,
fastening, as best they can, on some one or other of his peculiar attributes.
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