
The Axiology of Pain and Pleasure (are they intrinsic
good/bad ? )
Post by “Cassius” of June 4, 2024 at 10:10 AM

Yes Don and I sound like we are very far apart but I don't think we really are. I think we're
mainly talking "context" of when certain words are appropriate and when they are not.

Quote from Little Rocker

I've never quite known what to do with Epicurus' insistence that virtuous people will
experience the greatest pleasure and that people who experience the greatest
pleasure must be virtuous.

I can't figure out any way to reconcile that other than to conclude that Epicurus is drastically
modifying the usage of the term "virtue" just like he is drastically modifying the usage of the
terms "gods" and "pleasure." It seems to me that the only way to make sense of it is that
Epicurus is deleting the "absolute" aspect that everyone else alleges to be a requirement of
virtue, and declaring classification of a thing as virtuous to be relative to the result that it
brings. His view seems to me to be that If an action does not in fact lead to "pleasure," then
that action is by Epicurean definition not "wise," or "just," or "courageous," or any other usage
of a term of virtue.
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