
Episode 230 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 05 - Velleius Attacks
Misplaced Ideas of Divinity
Post by “Don” of May 26, 2024 at 4:20 PM

Quote from Cassius

Quote from Don

If there's only one infinite being, by definition there would be nothing exterior
to itself with which to interact with it

I agree that sounds reasonable. Does that leave the question of whether it could be
aware of itself? Does it leave additional questions anyone can think of about why an
infinite being could not be aware of itself. Does "infinity" contradict the idea of being "a
being"?

I don't think we can be aware of ourselves without something external to us. There has to be a
me and a you, this and that, for there to be awareness. You might counter with dreams or being
in a coma. I think the only way awareness is possible in those circumstances is precisely
because we've experienced ourselves in relation to an external world previously. We have
never ever had the experience of being a completely autonomous being and never can have
that experience.*

*PS: Some might bring up sensory deprivation tanks. But people in those experience weird
sensations and mental images because they're coming into the tank with those external
experiences. Even cut off from sensory stimulation (while still alive!), our minds use prior
experience to hallucinate or imagine or visualize.
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