"Kepos" - Epicurus' Garden Name, Location, History

Post by “Cassius” of May 18, 2024 at 7:52 AM

Those are good questions and this following is a truncated answer. Aspects of all four are
probably true, but with major qualifications in my own mind as to each one. For the time being:

1. There can never be another Epicurus, but there can be separate "schools" in all sorts of
institutional forms, formal and informal, and they will want to (have to, to remain organized)
spell out their own lists of important principles and understandings of Epicurus for the sake of
their own clarity of association.

2. Sure | would think that cultural recognition in popular discussion would be an inevitable
outcome of increased Epicurean activity.

3. Yes but | personally have never accepted that Epicureans lived in "communes." It's only
natural and consistent with the last several PDs that people of like mind would want to live near
each other for mutual support. Online is the starting point and then later should come
geographic closeness. Until positions clarify as to more precise lines of what "Epicurean"
means, it doesn't make sense to talk about anything closer than online. I've indicated before
and still hold that many who claim to be of Epicurean attitude (but which | consider to be
"quietist" or "tranquilist") | would personally want nothing to do with, just as | am sure that they
would not want to associate with me. This issue is something that to me precedes in
importance all the other questions and has to come first.

4. That would not be my idea of a major short term goal, and my favored governments would
not be in the business of granting favors or privileges to religions, but similar to answer 2 in
some circumstances | do think it should be normal for people to consider themselves as
"Epicurean" and to be proud of that label.
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