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Post by “Don” of May 18, 2024 at 6:24 AM

 Well, if I remember, the Borg were finally defeated sort of, so maybe not a perfect
analogy... but I knew my Star Trek analogy would get a reaction from Cassius . Mission
accomplished. (I'll point out that Kirk changed the parameters of the Kobayashi Maru test, so he
didn't really beat it as it was presented... He held the philosophical position that there were no
un-winnable scenarios. For those non-Trekkies, Look it up  )

Quote from Cassius

No it won't be recreated exactly - but it can be recreated in spirit and in new and even
better ways if capable and dedicated people come along to work hard enough. All the
primary elements survive and they provide the keys to reconstruct the rest

To take the attitude that failure is inevitable would be to give in to a fatalistic
determinism that Epicurus was right in rejecting.

On a slightly more serious note: When this conversation bubbles up, I have to ask: What
reconstruction or recreation are you envisioning or anticipating? To be perfectly clear, I'm not
being snarky or sarcastic. I genuinely am not sure what we're talking about when this topic
comes up? Here are some scenarios that everyone is welcome to respond to:

1. Are you (writ large , not referring to Cassius here) wanting a central authority to lay down
Epicurean doctrine and practice? An institutional recreation?

2. Are you wanting a more widespread acknowledgement of Epicurean philosophy in the
wider culture or popular mindset a la "Stoicism"?

3. Are you wanting local autonomous groups that live together in some kind of Epicurean
"community" like the Amish do?

4. Are you wanting Epicurean as a checkbox on census forms or Epicurean "chaplains" in the
armed forces? Social and official political recognition?

This is not an exhaustive list of questions, but I would sincerely like us to put some flesh on the
Idea of a reconstructed/reinvigorated/recreated Epicurean School. Right now, even the modern
Stoic groups don't agree with each other, and there are at least 3-4 Epicurean groups (online
and in-person) that don't all agree with each other on certain points. How would each of those
groups describe or envision a recreated or reconstructed Garden?

Quote from Cassius

failure is inevitable
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Many Epicurean ideas continued and in many ways have actually won the day (atomism,
material world, etc.) for many, many people. I'm not going to get into politics about the
opposition to those ideas in the present. That 500 year run of Epicurus's philosophy being
influential officially and the subsequent 1,800 years of "stealth" influence on the culture doesn't
strike me as failure. Maybe that is what rankles me about talk of "reconstruction of The
Garden." After 2,300 years, Epicurean philosophy hasn't gone anywhere. It's still here, still
relevant, and still a force to be reckoned with... Even if it goes unnoticed.
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