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Quote from Don

During Epicurus's lifetime,

My impression (just an impression) is that in Epicurus' time he wasn't facing organized region-
wide central opposition from opposing radically intolerant schools (religions) of his day, and
that the final submersion of the school coincides with the rise of that centralized and radically
intolerant religious authority. So in fairness to Epicurus and the early leaders, they didn't have
much reason to expect the rise of opposing and intolerant forces that couldn't be dealt with,
even in an extreme situation, simply by moving to another city or region.

The successful emergence of Judeo-Christianity as a "worldwide" force of intolerance, and the
institutions that that it set up to enforce compliance, weren't yet on the horizon in 250 BC. So
any "failures" to adapt (and I am not trying to be critical of any individuals, just noting that it
occurred) was something that happened significantly later. Apparently through as late as 40 or
so BC in Cicero's time, and probably later, an argument could be made that Epicureanism and
organized teaching of it was still very successful. So fingering the critical time period and the
critical inability to adapt / respond in some way (even by moving to another region in rough
analogy to Mormonism) would come much later than the founding period.
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