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I suspect we will never have much data on what I am about to mention, but the reference to
Epicurus' house being in ruins at the time of Memmius raises questions as to whether the
successor leaders of the Epicurean school failed to make proper use of their inheritance from
Epicurus, or whether perhaps the house was destroyed in a war, or whatever led to it (and/or
the garden property) not being maintained over that period.

One of the subtexts that anyone who is interested in a revitalized Epicurean school, as opposed
to simply personal self-help, is the question of whether the organization of the ancient
Epicurean school failed in some way, or whether its demise was entirely the fault of outside
pressures, or some combination of both. Presumably a combination is more likely, but that
leaves the question for future discussion of what steps might have been taken then, or should
be taken now, to enhance the survivability of Epicurean organizations.
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