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Quote from Cassius

I can imagine a couple of questions here:

1. Do the terms "good" and "evil" even apply to elements/ atoms / void / matter, or are
those things "neutral" in some way?

I think we can address this by acknowledging that Epicurus reserved "good" and "evil" for the
domain of Ethics; on the other hand, Plato infused morality into his metaphysics as though
"evil" was a property of physical objects that could be weighed and measured. (Here's a weird
analogy: consider Romance languages that assign a gender to nouns, especially inanimate
objects. It can be semantically misleading to apply a sort of personification to sexless objects
that lack reproductive organs). Likewise, from an Epicurean perspective, the only measurable
qualities of an atom are size, weight, and shape, and compound objects are only described by
sensible properties (like color); matter, itself, does not have a moral dimension. I hesitate to
even call particles morally "neutral" because we cannot measure the unconditional morality of
a chair, or, for that matter, instruments of war, or harmful drugs.

Case in point, when my wife got out of the hospital (after 8 surgeries with 1 more to go),
everyone was horrified that she was taking Oxycodone to manage the pain of those surgeries
(this is heavily a consequence of the politicization of medical practices in the US). Too many
were concerned that she was going to become addicted, and vocalized that concern ... and not
enough people were concerned about that fact that she was in such excruciating pain she was
at risk of a cardiac event. They weren't concerned with the (Epicurean) consequences of taking
opiates, with weighing the advantages (decreased pain, a lower heart rate, etc.) against the
disadvantages (constipation, fogginess, etc.). Rather, they engaged a (Platonic-Stoic)
evaluation that we should abstain from opiates because they are fundamentally, categorically
evil. This is a mistake, and caused us unnecessary grief.
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