What Epicurus Might Say In Response To Common
Cliches

Post by “Kalosyni” of April 12, 2024 at 3:47 PM

Today when | was out for a walk with my dog and we were heading toward a dirt road route we
don't take very often, | noticed that grass had grown up and potentially could have ticks since
there are deer living in the area. And then | thought to my self: "l shouldn't walk that way, I
don't want to tempt the fates and get ticks on us."

So then | started thinking about "Don't Tempt the Fates" and why | said that. Seems like | was
intending: "don't test your luck".

Found this in the Letter to Menoeceus:

"...and he holds that Fate is not an uncertain cause because nothing good or bad with respect
to a completely happy life is given to men by chance, although it does provide the beginnings
of both great goods and great evils. And he considers it better to be rationally unfortunate than
irrationally fortunate, since it is better for a beautiful choice to have the wrong results than for
an ugly choice to have the right results just by chance."

PD16: "Chance steals only a bit into the life of a wise person: for throughout the complete span
of his life the greatest and most important matters have been, are, and will be directed by the
power of reason."
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