Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion”

Post by “Godfrey” of March 23, 2024 at 1:30 PM

Quote

What might Epicurus have answered if he was asked what natural law necessitates the
existence of the gods? Why couldn't the atomic universe simply do without them?

To my understanding, and | think it's in DeWitt and perhaps Cicero, isonomia is the concept that
explains this. Isonomia would also explain why there can't be just one god.

| don't really understand the validity of isonomia, but | think the idea is that in an infinite
universe, the opposite of each thing must exist, and in equal number. So if there are a certain
number of mortals, there must be an equal number of immortals.

The finer point in this particular example would seem to be that isonomia shouldn't be used to
posit something which is outside of the system, meaning it shouldn't be used to introduce the
supernatural into a purely natural system. So this begs the question: what is meant by
"immortal?"

One might see how monotheists could adapt the idea of isonomia to come up with not only a
supernatural being, but also another supernatural being opposed to the first one. God and
Satan, for instance.

| freely admit that | find the idea of isonomia somewhat baffling, particularly as to its validity. If
anyone can clarify it, please do!

Oops, looks like | cross posted....
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