
Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion"
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Quote from Cassius

I don't know that I have any significant additional thoughts to add to comments such as
those of Tau Phi that he doesn't find Epicurean theology valuable

I started my previous post with a disclaimer to avoid exactly such misunderstandings. I do find
Epicurean theology valuable and very much worth studying. I don't question its importance and
I don't pretend it's not an integral part of the whole system. I study Epicurean gods as closely
as any other area of the philosophy because I want to understand it the best I can.

I do question attempts to incorporate gods in our lives at all cost because it was an Epicurean
thing to do two thousand years ago. Philosophy should make it easier for us to live our lives in a
way our lives are worth living. It should not be a game of who can be the most Epicurean of us
all.

I'm not trying to be a contrarian for the sake of it but no matter how hard I try I keep seeing
problems with these:

Quote from Cassius

1 - As inoculation against the idea that humans are alone in the universe, and that we
therefore occupy some kind of special and supernatural focus of existence. For most
ordinary people who think that we are alone in the universe, that's a prescription for a
slippery slide toward all sorts of mysticism.

How come existence of gods in intermundia, outside of our universe and outside of our reach,
can be an indication that we are or we are not alone in the universe? For me, introducing gods
to our lives, even for the sake of emulation or as weapon against anthropocentrism, is a
prescription for, and not against, mysticism.

Quote from Cassius

2 - As important for understanding that while "pleasure is pleasure" from a conceptual
point of view, there are important questions to be answered as to which pleasures to
pursue in life. Contemplation of the nature of a truly blessed existence - one which
even though "godlike" must act to sustain itself - is similar to Epicurus' views of
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reverence for men wiser than ourselves. It's an important aspect of our own drive to
use our lives in the most pleasurable way, and not to settle for less than what we are
capable of obtaining.

How can anyone contemplate the nature of a truly blessed existence if no one knows what a
truly blessed existence is? Again, it's an exercise in futility. It's nothing more than: I want a truly
blessed existence to be like x and y because I feel good making x and y a truly blessed
existence. Gods are not needed for us to establish how to live our lives. We can do it with
experience and course correction. I also don't see similarities between gods and wise men.
Wise men lived their lives. They have something valuable to teach us because they are human
and we can learn from their solutions to their problems as we face similar problems. With
Epicurean gods we have nothing to relate to. They live in alien worlds, live alien lives, have
alien values and alien experiences.
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