Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion”

Post by “Bryan” of March 22, 2024 at 1:55 PM

Quote from Cassius

The point that even the gods require some form of activity to maintain their
deathlessness would likely be a significant part of Epicurean theology, giving us
another useful thing to consider as points of emulation. We too have to act properly to
sustain our happiness just as they do - there's no supernatural state that "hands it to us
free" for men or gods.

Or stated in the way that the death argument is made in Lucretius (if even Epicurus
and Scipio had to die, we should not be offended that we too die), then the analogy
would be something like: If even the gods must act properly to maintain their
happiness, who are we to complain that we must do the same? We should emulate the
gods not only in the result of being happy, but also in the process of getting there, with
both gods and men acting property to perpetuate our happiness.

Yes | agree with you completely, including some uncertainty about the positive use of
Homoeomeria - whether the atoms with which the gods easily form themselves are (1) all
exactly the same kind of atom or (2) just within a class of atoms that is kindred to them. The
effect and the appearance is the same either way.

Throwing this in as well.

(Gaius Cotta via Cicero NDN 1.114) "Nevertheless, | fail to understand how this so-called
blessed deity remains unafraid of destruction, given he is relentlessly bombarded and disturbed
by an everlasting stream of atoms, and considering that images constantly emanate from him."

Nec tamen video quo modo non vereatur iste deus beatus ne intereat, cum sine ulla
intermissione pulsetur agiteturque atomorum incursione sempiterna, cumque ex ipso imagines
semper afluant.
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