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(Epicurus - On Nature - Book 28, P.Herc. 1479 col. 1) ἰδιοτήτος τῷ σοφῷ καὶ μὴ σοφῷ
διε[φώ]νεις, οὐδέμ παρε[μ-]βάλλων [τοῦ π]ερὶ τῶν οὐκ ἐπιμαρτυρήσεων κα[ὶ]
ἀντιμαρτυρήσεων. ἐτίθεις δ[έ] τινα τῶν ὀνομάτων εὐθὺς διὰ τῆς αὐτῆς λέξεως, καὶ τὴν κατ’
αὐτὰς τὰς αἰσθήσεις πλάνην τῶν πολ[λῶ]ν ἀπο[σ]ημαίνων, οὐ μό[νον] τὴν ἔν[νοιαν .

(Sedley trans, "fr. 11, col. 2") In your search for verbal individuality you were in conflict [as
much] with the wise man as with the unwise, by including nothing about lack of confirmatory
evidence and the presence of counter-evidence. You fixed some of your vocabulary directly
with the same language, also representing the error of most men with regard to what they
actually perceive…

Epicurean Epistemological Terms:

1. Confirmation (ἡ ἐπιμαρτύρησις): Affirmative evidence. The evidence that supports or
validates a specific claim or hypothesis; crucial for establishing truth or credibility.

2. Non-confirmation (ἡ οὐκ ἐπιμαρτύρησις): Lack of affirmative evidence. The absence of
evidence to affirm or support a claim; important in scenarios where a statement or
hypothesis cannot be substantiated. Disproves an idea about the perceptible.

3. Contradiction (ἡ ἀντιμαρτύρησις): Counter-evidence. The presentation of evidence that
directly opposes or refutes a given claim or hypothesis, playing a key role in dialectical
and critical discourse to test and challenge assertions. Disproves an idea about the
imperceptible.

4. Non-contradiction (ἡ μὴ ἀντιμαρτύρησις): Lack of counter-evidence. The situation where
no evidence exists that contradicts a claim, often leading to its tacit acceptance or the
lack of opposition in argumentative processes.

5. Error (τὸ διημαρτημένον): The error or misalignment of terms. Always comes from the
intrusion of opinion when a fact awaits [1] confirmation or [4] the absence of
contradiction and then is [2] not confirmed or [3] contradicted.
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