Alciphron, Letters, Letters of the Courtesans:
Leontion to Lamia (Fictional Epistle)

Post by “Bryan” of March 4, 2024 at 6:58 PM

It is ancient but fictional. Alciphron's fictional letters take inspiration from human nature and
"fun-facts." | have never seen anybody try to be definitive about when Alciphron was writing --
it could be that he was even a contemporary of Epicurus, but he was probably a later writer.

If it was not ancient | would totally ignore it. It is funny to think somebody would have to "flee
from land to land" just to avoid Epicurus' letters and his "Principal Doctrines about Nature" -- a
messed up title for further comedic effect.

Of course, as you well know and correctly argue, Epicurus was not an ascetic. (Philodemus, On
Wealth P.Herc. 163) "Among the followers of Epicurus, there are those who argue that poverty
is fundamentally bad, employing specific arguments to this effect. Epicurus himself declares
poverty is in numerous ways a form of evil, emphasizing that when it intersects with other
adversities, it becomes intolerable."
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