Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)

Post by “Bryan” of March 3, 2024 at 10:25 PM

Here is a gem | came across today from Epicurus on determinism:

P.Herc. 1056, Epicurus, On Nature 25.7.9 (Sedley trans.) “For this is a self-refuting kind of
argument, and can never prove that everything is of the kind called ‘under compulsion.’ In fact,
in disputing this very question he treats his opponent as if he were speaking nonsense by his
own choice. And even if, as far as mere words go, he keeps on ad infinitum always saying that
he is on the contrary doing it under compulsion, he is not reasoning it empirically, since he
imputes to himself the responsibility for having reasoned correctly, and to his opponent the
responsibility for having reasoned incorrectly.”
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