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Quote

The riddle is better suited to oral than to written exposition,' and indeed Epicurus'
description of it in our passage implies that he has recently witnessed its use in debate,
perhaps in a direct confrontation between Epicureans and Megarians. Such a clash
must almost certainly have occurred in Athens. ... The correct. Epicurean retort to the
sophist must be to say, 'You have asked me a question about actions, and a purely
verbal argument can never answer it satisfactorily. The only proof- that I will accept is
an empirical one (επιλογισμος). Only when I see how one can lead one's life well
according to the principle that it is possible to know and not know the same thing will I
believe that the princ'ple is true '.

... Epicurus then sums up the error of the sophist's victim as failure to work out by
(επιλογισμος) (ουχ επελελογιστο , 10 sup.) that in normal circumstances it is impossible
to know and not know the same thing, and that the sophist has merely played upon an
exception to this rule.
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