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Quote from Cassius

Given The Stress That Many Greek Philosophers' Placed On "Virtue" or a perfect view of
"The Good" As The Ultimate Goal, To What Extent Would An Epicurus Have Considered
That Approach An "Unnatural and Unnecessary Desire?"

From my perspective, you're asking the question incorrectly.

The Good (τἀγαθόν tagathon lit. The Good), using Aristotle's definition from Nicomachean
Ethics - and the one I have no doubt to which Epicurus was responding - is "the Good is That at
which all things aim.”

If you are not aiming at pleasure - since that is "That at which all things aim" - you're going
about life all wrong. If you're aiming at "virtue" as your telos, your ultimate goal, you're missing
the mark. I don't think he would have called aiming at virtue an "unnatural and unnecessary
desire." I think he would have called it an empty belief. If you believe you should be living for
virtue, you are under an erroneous empty belief. You're aiming for the instrument and not the
goal. Virtues are steps on the ladder, at the top of which is pleasure. If you're only looking at
the steps, you never get to the top of the ladder. The "desire" to see virtue as "The Good" is
simply based on a mistaken belief.
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