Joseph Thompson - "Lucretius Or Paul?" 1875

Post by “Cassius” of February 12, 2024 at 8:31 PM

Thompson goes on at length on pages 25 - 30 about gratitude, and alleges that it would have
no part in a Lucretian view of things. It is interesting to consider that Epicurus wrote to the
effect that we should be grateful to nature and had other things to say about gratitude, as if
Epicurus understood that gratitude was an issue that had to be addressed.

He then mentions patriotism as being impossible, even though Epicurus mentioned those who
were "enemies of Hellas" and his whole system of "friendship" can be extended to social
groups.

He then mentions philanthropy, and even mention's the opening of book 2 of the poem as
totally inconsistent with philanthropy! We've dealt with that before and this shows the need to
be uncompromising on it =
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