Joseph Thompson - "Lucretius Or Paul?" 1875

Post by “Cassius” of February 12, 2024 at 8:23 PM

Oh give me a break - this is why Epicurus warned against poets and he probably should have
warned explicitly against hallucinogenic drugs too!

Quote

There is a certain grandeur and beauty in these conceptions, and | confess that when
first | had mastered Lucretius, | felt a touch of awe at the majesty of a soul thus blindly
bowing to its fate, and Samson-like dragging down men and gods together in its own
destruction. But as | looked upon such a universe, in which destruction is the ever-
recurring law, and death alone is immortal, from this background of darkness and
despair, | saw rise before

me that marvelous vision of Wordsworth;

“In my mind’s eye a temple, like a cloud

Slowly surmounting some invidious hill

Rose out of darkness: the bright work stood still;
And might of its own beauty have been proud,

But it was fashioned, and to God was vowed

By virtues that ditfused, in every part,

Spirit divine through forms of human art;

Faith had her arch - her arch when winds blow loud,
Into the consciousness of safety thrilled;

And Love her towers of dread foundation laid
Under the grave of things; Hope had her spire
Star-high, and pointing still to something higher;
Trembling | gazed, but heard a voice,-—it said,
Hell-gates are powerless Phantoms when we build.”
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