Discussion of New Substack Article: "A Gate To Be
Burst: Absence of Pain"

Post by “Cassius” of February 12, 2024 at 9:09 AM

Elli's comment to the article at Facebook:

From Epicurus LTM we read (in parentheses are my comments to understand better what
Epicurus meant):

"When, therefore, we maintain that pleasure is the end, we do not mean the pleasures of
profligates (i.e. the addicted) and those that consist in sensuality (the addicted in sensuality
e.g. those that want to make sex with whatever is moving and walking HA ), as is supposed by
some who are either ignorant or disagree with us or do not understand, but freedom from pain
in the body and from trouble in the mind. FOR IT IS NOT THE CONTINUOUS drinkings
(alcoholism) and revelings (orgies), nor the satisfaction of lusts (porno videos etc), nor the
enjoyment of fish and other luxuries of the wealthy table (a struggling to find the expensive and
scarce things i.e. like the chian wine in the era of Philodemus) , (nor the cocaine, LSD and other
drugs, nor the reading of books of stoicism ) are those things which produce a pleasant life, BUT
SOBER REASONING, searching out the motives for all choice and avoidance, and banishing
mere opinions, to which are due the greatest disturbance of the spirit".

In the above excerpt Epicurus used one greek word that it has to be pointed out, it is the:
"guveipovtecg" that in english is given with the word "CONTINUOUS".

But really, with the above excerpt of LTM what Epicurus has in mind and what Epicurus had
experienced-lived, and who are those that Epicurus photographed as profligates?

Historical facts :

In the same era of Epicurus lived Demetrius called as Poliorcetes = "The Besieger" the son of
Antigonus | Monophthalmus and Stratonice. He was a Macedonian Greek military leader, and
finally king of Macedon (294-288 BC). He belonged to the Antigonid dynasty and was its first
member to rule Macedonia and Athens.

Demetrius the Besieger as the ancient Athenians told was he :
"Who abridged the whole year into a single month,"

and with reference to the quartering of the Parthenon:—

Who took the Acropolis for a caravansary,

And introduced to its virgin goddess (Athena) his courtesans.”
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Demetrius the Besieger was married five times:

- His first wife was Phila daughter of Regent Antipater by whom he had two children: Stratonice
of Syria and Antigonus Il Gonatas.

- His second wife was Eurydice of Athens, by whom he is said to have had a son called
Corrhabus.

- His third wife was Deidamia, a sister of Pyrrhus of Epirus. Deidamia bore him a son called
Alexander who is said by Plutarch to have spent his life in Egypt, probably in an honourable
captivity.

- His fourth wife was Lanassa, the former wife of his brother-in-law Pyrrhus of Epirus.

-His fifth wife was Ptolemais, daughter of Ptolemy | Soter and Eurydice of Egypt, by whom he
had a son called Demetrius the Fair.

- He also had an affair with a celebrated courtesan called Lamia of Athens, by whom he had a
daughter called Phila. He demanded 250 talants from the Athenians, which he then gave to
Lamia and other courtesans to buy soap and cosmetics.

From the Parallel Lives -The Life of Demetrius the Besieger, by Plutarch, we read :

<<So he (Demetrius) crossed the sea in safety with a great fleet, but as he was sailing along
the coast of Attica he encountered a storm in which most of his ships were lost and a great
number of men perished with them. He himself, however, escaped alive, and began a petty war
against the Athenians. But since he could accomplish nothing, he sent men to collect another
fleet for him, while he himself passed on into Peloponnesus and laid siege to Messene. Here, in
an attack upon the walls, he came near losing his life; for a missile from a catapult struck him in
the face and passed through his jaw into his mouth. But he recovered, and after restoring to
their allegiance certain cities which had revolted from him, he invaded Attica again, got Eleusis
and Rhamnus into his power, and ravaged the country. He also seized a ship laden with grain
for Athens, and hung its supercargo and its master.

All other ships were thus frightened into turning back, and famine became acute in the city (of
Athens), where, besides lack of food, there was dearth also of other things. At any rate, a
bushel of salt sold there for forty drachmas, and a peck of wheat was worth three hundred. A
slight respite was afforded the Athenians by the appearance off Aegina of a hundred and fifty
ships which Ptolemy sent to assist them. Then numerous ships came to Demetrius from
Peloponnesus, and many from Cyprus, so that his entire assemblage numbered three hundred,
in consequence of which the ships of Ptolemy put off to sea in flight, and Lachares the tyrant
abandoned the city and ran away.

Then the Athenians, although they had decreed death to anyone who should so much as
mention peace and reconciliation with Demetrius, straightway threw open the nearest gates
and sent ambassadors to him. They did not expect any kindly treatment from him, but were
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driven to the step by their destitution, in which, among many other grievous things, the
following also is said to have occurred. A father and a son were sitting in a room and had
abandoned all hope. Then a dead mouse fell from the ceiling, and the two, when they saw it,

sprang up and fought with one another for it. [TTT] T O OO, 000 00000 OO0,

As for Cicero... he was one of the most viciously and doggedly hunted among the proscribed.
He was viewed with sympathy by a large segment of the public and many people refused to
report that they had seen him. He was caught on 7 December 43 BC leaving his villa in Formiae
in a litter heading to the seaside, where he hoped to embark on a ship destined for Macedonia.]
When his killers - Herennius (a Centurion) and Popilius (a Tribune) - arrived, Cicero's own
slaves said they had not seen him, but he was given away by Philologus, a freedman of his
brother Quintus Cicero. Cicero about age 60, from a marble bust

As reported by Seneca the Elder, according to the historian Aufidius Bassus, Cicero's last words
are said to have been:

Ego vero consisto. Accede, veterane, et, si hoc saltim potes recte facere, incide cervicem.

I go no further: approach, veteran soldier, and, if you can at least do so much properly, sever
this neck.

He bowed to his captors, leaning his head out of the litter in a gladiatorial gesture to ease the
task. By baring his neck and throat to the soldiers, he was indicating that he would not resist.
According to Plutarch, Herennius first slew him, then cut off his head. On Antony's instructions
his hands, which had penned the Philippics against Antony, were cut off as well; these were
nailed along with his head on the Rostra in the Forum Romanum according to the tradition of
Marius and Sulla, both of whom had displayed the heads of their enemies in the Forum. Cicero
was the only victim of the proscriptions who was displayed in that manner. According to Cassius
Dio, in a story often mistakenly attributed to Plutarch, Antony's wife Fulvia took Cicero's head,
pulled out his tongue, and jabbed it repeatedly with her hairpin in final revenge against Cicero's
power of speech.

Cicero's career as a statesman was marked by inconsistencies and a tendency to shift his
position in response to changes in the political climate. His indecision may be attributed to his
sensitive and impressionable personality; he was prone to overreaction in the face of political
and private change.

"Would that he had been able to endure prosperity with greater self-control, and adversity with
more fortitude!" wrote C. Asinius Pollio, a contemporary Roman statesman and historian.

Finally for Cicero and any Cicero, Epicurus adds: To live well and die well is the same issue.
Would that he (Cicero) had been able to study better the Epicurean philosophy for
understanding perfectly when we (epicureans) speak for pleasure what we really mean... as

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3710-discussion-of-new-substack-article-a-gate-to-be-burst-absence-of-
pain/?postiID=29191#post29191 3



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3710-discussion-of-new-substack-article-a-gate-to-be-burst-absence-of-pain/?postID=29191#post29191
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3710-discussion-of-new-substack-article-a-gate-to-be-burst-absence-of-pain/?postID=29191#post29191

well as to see clearly the causes of the details on the phenomena of his era, and where was the
deepest causes of the decline of Roman Empire: [T11] JITTIT10Hdd4
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