
Epicureanism as the spiritual essence or 'religion' of
an entire community
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It seems to me that while Epicurus was willing to repurpose words with mixed definitions, he
was not (or could not) have been unaware of the likelihood of confusion. I would think this is
where we suffer from the missing of texts and we have to recreate what "must" have been
there, which is the means of explaining the differences in the terms.

Given the way that Cicero was framing the dispute in 50BC I admit the possibility that maybe
the ancient Epicureans did not pay sufficient attention to this, but I cannot conceive that they
were unaware of the need to communicate clearly, given what Epicurus said in the letter to
Herodotus and the presumption that Epicurus and the other Epicureans were considerate
people and used good common sense.

We are going to need to recreate what "must have" existed to explain these issues.
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