Gaius Cassius Longinus' Political Actions

Post by “DavidN” of February 8, 2024 at 3:26 AM

| don't know enough about the detailed political environment of the late roman republic to
comment specifically to it, however | do frame all of my political arguments and investigations
with the iron law of oligarchy. With this criterion alone | could see that Caesar may have
seen himself as a reformer of a corrupt system, who then fell to the same affliction himself.
Leading me to believe that both men may have been exercising epicureanism as the situation
appeared to them. However this is all assumption, I'd have to do alot more research to arrive at
position | felt strongly enough to advocate.

The iron law of oligarchy developed Robert Michels in his book Political Parties. It asserts that
rule by an elite, or oligarchy, is inevitable as an "iron law" within any democratic organization
as part of the "tactical and technical necessities" of organization. Michels stated that the official
goal of representative democracy of eliminating elite rule was impossible, that representative
democracy is a facade legitimizing the rule of a particular elite, and that elite rule, which he
refers to as oligarchy, is inevitable.

"It is organization which gives dominion of the elected over the electors. [...] Who says
organization, says oligarchy."

"Historical evolution mocks all the prophylactic measures that have been adopted for the
prevention of oligarchy."
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