Epicurus And Pleasure As The Awareness Of Smooth
Motion

Post by “Cassius” of February 6, 2024 at 8:58 AM

Maybe all these variations of "awareness" or "consciousness" are just coming from
"sensation".... which would imply that they were thinking of sensation and awareness as exactly
the same thing and would not accept a construction of something like a mind being aware only
of itself or its thoughts - and therefore that awareness = sensation in every respect (?), and the
word we use as "awareness" means nothing other than "sensation" to them. This issue seems
to lurk behind a lot of issues that are regularly discussed, and would be why it is plain to
Epicurus that death is total absence of sensation.
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4 good, his hand would have wanfed it. And the

quod dolore caret id in voluptate est reason why it would not have wanted pleasure is,

40 XIL “Extremum autem esse bonorum voluptatem that to be withaut pain s to be in a state of pleasure.
ex hoe facillime perspici potest: Constituamus ali- 40 XIL “Thetruthof the position that pleasure s the peasure pro
quem magnis, maltis, perpetuis fruentem et animo ultimate good will most readily appear from the H"ﬁ?

following illustration. Let us imagine a man living cists ¢f by
: ] ; . . .y 0058 a0d mis
in the continuous enjoywent of numerous and vivid
pleasures alike of body and of mind, undisturbed
cither by the presence or by the prospect of pain:

et corpore voluptatibus, nullo dolore nee impediente
nee impendente; quem tandem hoe statn praestabili-
orem aut magis expetendum possimus dieere? In-

esse enim necesse cst in o qui ita sit affectus et what possible state of existence could we describe as
firmitatem animi nec mortem nec dolorem timentis, being mare excellent or morc desirable?  One so
quod mors sensu carcat, dolor in longinquitate levis situated must possess in the first place a strength of
n gmvitatc Drevis soleat esse, ut ejug‘magnitudinem mind that is |1I'tmfl :lgriin\t all fear of death or of
41 ccleritas, diutumnitatem alevatio conseletur, Ad ca paiti; he will know that death nieans complete un-

jousnss, and that pain is generally light if long
and short 1t strong, so that its intensity is compen-
sated Dy Driel duration and its continuance by

enm accedit ut neque divinum numen horreat nee
practeritas voluptates efffuere patiatur earumque

assidun recordatione lactetur, quid est quod hue 41 diminishing severity, Let such a man moreover
possit, quo melius sit,! accedere? Statue contra ali- have no dread of any supernatural power; let him
quem confectum tantis animi corporisque doloribus never suffer the pleasures of the past to fade away,
quanti in honrinem maximi cadere possunt, mulla spe but constantly rencw their enjoyment in recollec-

tion,—and his lot will be one which will not admit
of further improvemient,  Suppose on the other hand
a person erushed beneath the heaviest load of mental

and af hadile anenich 4o whish humanite i Balla

proposita fore levins aliquando, nulla practerea
neque praesenti nee exspectata voluptate; quid eo
miserius dici ant fingi potest? Quod si vita doloribus
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animi voluptates esse e corporis societate. Corporis
autem voluptas si etiam practerita delectat, non
intellego cur Aristoteles Sardanapalli epigramma
tanto opere derideat, in quo ille rex Syriae glorietur
se omnessecun abstulisse libidinum voluptates, Quod
enim ne vivus quidem, inquit, diutius m poterat
quam dum fruebatur, quomodo id mortuo potuit per-
manere? Fluit igitur voluptas corporis et prima
quaeque avolat, saepinsque relinquit causam paeni-
tendi quam recordandi. Itaque beatior Africanus
cum patria illo modo loquens:
Desine, Roma, tuos hostes—
reliquaque praeclare:
Nam tibi moenimenta mei nenerere labores.
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from the connection of the mind with the body,
Yet if bodily pleasure even when past can give
delight, I do not see why Aristotle* should be so
contemptuous of the epitaph of Sardanapalus. The
famous Syrian monarch boasts that he has taken
with him all the sensual pleasures that he has
enjoyed. How, asks Aristotle, could a dead man
continue to experience a feeling which even while
alive he could only be conseious of so long as he was
actually enjoying it? mudily pleasures are
transient; each in turn evaporates, leaving cause for
regrets more often than for recollection. Accordingly
Africanus must be counted happier than Sardanapa-
lus, when he addresses his country with the words:

Cease, Rome, thy foes—
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