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For now let me just say that the specifics of what procedures and Epicurean community might
adopt strikes me as a very legitimate topic, so long as we are clear that we here in the forum
are not that community, and so such a community would have to start up independently, with
some of the people in this forum agreeing with those specifics and some not agreeing. It is
extremely hard to get something like that off the ground, quite apart from the issue of whether
it is desirable or not.

I often call peoples' attention to this very long thread we had when we (ultimately fruitlessly)
discussed whether people in this forum would agree to the principles of the Society of Epicurus.

It proved to be a non-starter even to try to agree on a general set of principles. Agreeing to a
much more rigorous set of procedures would be even harder.

I think it's legitimate to discuss here at the forum general ideas as to how such a group might
operate, but we probably need to be careful and reserve some of the more aggressive details
and let anyone thinking such a group is a good idea take that discussion elsewhere. It's a hard
question as to what makes sense to discuss here and what doesn't, but I suggest everyone
avoid getting too intense on either side of questions that for the moment at least are purely
hypothetical. This is probably an excellent time to remember the problems that Don and others
regularly point out about the dangers of hypotheticals and the difficulty of keeping them in
touch with reality.
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