Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion”

Post by “Kalosyni” of January 31, 2024 at 4:26 PM

There is a concept called the “Ladder of Abstraction” created by American linguist S. .
Hayakawa in his 1939 book Language in Action. It describes the way that humans think and
communicate in varying degrees of abstraction.

From concrete at the bottom to abstract at the top:
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tremely high level of abstraction,
omitling afmost all reference to the
characteristics of Bessie.

7. “asset” 7. When Bessie is referred to as an

“asset,” still more of her characteristics
are left out.

6. When Bessie is included among “farm
assets,” reference is made only to what
she has in common with all other salable
items on the farm.

6. "farm assets"

5. When Bessie is referred to as “live-
sm:l-:," only those characteristics she has
in common with pigs, chickens, goats, elg.,
are referred to.

5. “livestock™

4. The word “cow” stands for the character-
istics we have abstracted as common to cowy,
cowgz, cowg . . . cow,. Characteristics pecul-
iar to specific cows are left out.

4. “cow"

3. The word “Bessic™ (cow,) is the name we
give to the object of perception of level 2.
The name is not the object; it merely stands
for the object and omits reference to many
of the characteristics of the object.

3. “Bessie™

2. The cow we perceive is not the word, but the
object of experience, that which our nervous sys-
tem abstracts (selects) from the totality that con-
stitutes the process-cow. Many of the characteris-
tics of the process-cow are left out.

b L. '1he. cow knawn tu:: sc;ence ultimately ccnmls uf a!m’ns G Ll
*I, electrons, ete., according to present-day scientific inference.
Chardcmrﬁt;cq (represented by circles) are infinite at this ln:w:I

, and ever-changing. This is the prnc.ess J'cvc! b[%]
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Up and Down the Ladder of Abstraction - Choosing the appropriate abstraction level - jtoy

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-
religion/?postID=28998#p0ost28998



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/4541-1000004730-jpg/
https://blog.jtoy.net/choosing-the-appropriate-abstraction-level/
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28998#post28998
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28998#post28998

