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Post by “Bryan” of January 31, 2024 at 1:44 PM

Quote from Cassius

It's a real challenge to think about where this goes in terms of how to convey the
difference in meaning of words.

In a general sense, this was also a struggle at the time. Epicurus says, talking to Metrodorus
(David Sedley translation, On Nature Part 28):

(Fragment 6, Column 1) "For it was so necessary to point out that we, by observing that those
who speak the same language as us, in contrast to our own use of words, were assigning some
unsuspected false connotation in addition to those meanings...

(fr. 13, col. 2) ...and you also used in those days to assign [names] without adapting certain
conventional usages, in order that you should not make plain the principle that by assigning
any name one expresses a particular opinion, and see and reflect upon the indiscriminate
treatment of words and objects. (fr. 13, col. 3) And | too used to notice that you did not
establish a difference between two sets of words and then say that you chose one set because
it was better than choosing the other...

(fr. 13, col. 5 sup.) Perhaps , though, you might say that it is inappropriate to lengthen the
discussion by citing these cases. Quite so, Metrodorus. For | do not doubt that you could cite
many cases, from your own past observations, of certain people taking words in various
ridiculous senses, and indeed in every sense in preference to their actual linguistic meanings,
whereas our own usage does not flout linguistic convention, nor do we alter names with regard
to the objects of perception.

(fr. 13, col. 5 inf.) ... not because] others transfer words from the class of that which is
knowable to denote that which is unknowable, but because of their own errors, which we point
out in our work On Ambiguity."
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