
My 2024 Resolution: Get A More Accurate Picture of
Epicurean Pleasure To The World Rather Than
"Tranquility" or "Live Unkown"(Comment on Irish
Times Article)
Post by “DavidN” of January 27, 2024 at 2:31 PM

Ya I enjoyed Seneca, To Cassius original point for this post maybe Seneca can offer this:

Would you really know what philosophy offers to humanity? Philosophy offers
counsel. Death calls away one man, and poverty chafes another; a third is worried
either by his neighbor’s wealth or by his own. So-and-so is afraid of bad luck;
another desires to get away from his own good fortune. Some are ill-treated by men,
others by the gods. Why, then, do you frame for me such games as these? It is no
occasion for jest; you are retained as counsel for unhappy men, sick and the needy,
and those whose heads are under the poised axe. Whither are you straying? What
are you doing? This friend, in whose company you are jesting, is in fear. Help him,
and take the noose from about his neck. Men are stretching out imploring hands to
you on all sides; lives ruined and in danger of ruin are begging for some assistance;
men’s hopes, men’s resources, depend upon you. They ask that you deliver them
from all their restlessness, that you reveal to them, scattered and wandering as they
are, the clear light of truth. Tell them what nature has made necessary, and what
superfluous; tell them how simple are the laws that she has laid down, how pleasant
and unimpeded life is for those who follow these laws, but how bitter and perplexed
it is for those who have put their trust in opinion rather than in nature.

Now that I'm reading it again I can see how some might take a missionary attitude towards
epicureanism, though I think I prefer the synonym Revivalist. Either way hope this helps with
your new years resolution.
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