
Further Thoughts On Science And Epicurean
Philosophy
Post by “DavidN” of January 26, 2024 at 10:30 PM

Quote from Godfrey

To digress, a reason to study Epicurus, in particular, is that he's something of the
"missing link" of western philosophy. I was put off by Platonism, Aristotelianism and
monotheism and looked for a time to the eastern philosophies for a more suitable
conception of "the way things are". When I discovered that there was someone who
based his philosophy on atomism over 2000 years ago, I was quite astounded.

In Epicurus I've found a gateway to many things, not least of which is a coherent,
modern worldview. Studying the ancients is useful not only as a historical relic, but as
the starting point of much of modern thought and a clearer understanding of how we as
a society came to understand our place in the world. Without this basis I find it quite
difficult, if not impossible, to make sense of the threads of philosophical discourse
going on today.

Have you read: Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity

Catherine Wilson https://academic.oup.com/book/12521?login=false

What I pondered as I read about early scientists and philosophers taking what they liked from
what remained of the epicurean body of work, was what did they leave behind? They would
take the science and neglect the ethics. Epicureanism is a complete system and that is what I
find is missing from the world today, to go back to the original question.

It may have been understandable for Descartes to want to play at Epicurean science without
losing his Christianity, or his head. But this is no longer the case today, we are free to mix
ethics and science and try to discover better ways of living. This is why I believe Epicureanism
still has alot to teach us and shouldn't simply be discarded as a relic. It is not only what they
found that matters but how they came to their conclusions that matters, I think the Epicurean
Canon has somethings over the way modern science is practiced along the lines of what Bryan
said earlier in the thread.
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