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As far as the question "is it a religion" to me goes. Does it take the place of a
contemporary religion in your daily life? IE Does it inform your sense of
morality and justice, do you draw comfort or strength from it's teachings? Do
you endeavor to live as an Epicurean or is it just a discussion topic, would be
the dividing line for me.

It is coming to me, that there can be lots of ways that one could decide to refer to how
they feel about Epicurean philosophy...and now the idea of "life philosophy" is popping
into my head...or "world view" -- and probably the benefit of deciding on a particular
label is that if you want to talk about it to a friend who doesn't know anything about it,
then you could use your chosen label to convey what you feel about it. And I could
imagine that if one said it was a religion, then their friend would be asking different
questions than if one said "life philosophy" but everyone can choose to go there or not,
depending on how they feel.

And I do think you'd have two slightly divergent groups if one group says "we have a
church and this is a religion" compared to "we have a life philosophy, and this is a
practice group".

Or I often think about it as if someone were to ask me what my religion is or if I have a religion
how I would respond. Definitely not as neatly as a catholic or other mainstream religious person
could, nor do I consider myself to simply be atheist, I might reply that I'm Deist or Agnostic but
that feels incomplete to me. I might say that Epicurean philosophy takes the place in my life
that religion would, though many may not see it as an exact replacement for religion it appears
functional enough to me, and if I ever get a job that lets you take religious holidays off I'll get to
take every 20th off. 
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