
Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion"
Post by “Cassius” of January 24, 2024 at 6:55 PM

Quote from Nate

So I definitely feel [for] anyone who finds aspects of the ancient Epicurean tradition to
be cultish.

We know that there were disagreements among the Epicureans about the nature of friendship
and about the status of there being a 'fourth leg' of the canon at the very least, and probably
many other things. So all these words (to include "cultish") are going to be a moving target for
us just as they were 2000 years ago. I think we have to expect that different people will have
different comfort levels with all of these issues.

I think we should all take comfort here that EpicureanFriends is first, foremost, and always will
be a "discussion forum." We have clear parameters of discussion that are intended to further
the mission of bettering our understanding of the philosophy and reconstructing it more
accurately, but we're much more in the "school" metaphor here than we are in a "church" or
"religion" metaphor. All the ideas that Nate is suggesting are well within our scope of
discussion, but as far as the forum goes we're just "discussing" them and not taking steps to
implement anything.

Everyone has no doubt seen the recent front page revisions which are intended to further
advance the quality of our interactions. The more people are informed at the very start about
the key aspects of Epicurean philosophy, the more we can avoid misunderstandings and help
get people where they need to be - whether here or somewhere else. We've been "lucky" that
we've had relatively few trolling incidents to deal with, but we'll continue to work to make sure
that the core fundamental ideas of Epicurus get the attention and respect that they deserve.

Hopefully we can move further over time into facilitating real-world meetings or meet-up
groups in local areas, but if and when we get to that stage we'll adhere to the basic plan we
have going now: we're a place for discussion among like-minded friends about the philosophy
of Epicurus. Any project to do any tighter "organization" is a much more complex endeavor, and
anyone who has enough time can remind themselves of those complexities here.

So with that in mind I am hoping everyone will be free to express their opinions about this
subject without fear that Epicureanfriends itself is going to turn into anything more than a
discussion forum. If our posts end up facilitating new projects (and I hope many new projects
will come from our work) those will be organized carefully and deliberately and with great care -

1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-
religion/?postID=28817#post28817

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28816#post28816
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1319-discussion-of-the-society-of-epicurus-20-tenets-of-12-21-19/
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28817#post28817
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3664-pros-and-cons-of-considering-epicurean-philosophy-to-be-a-religion/?postID=28817#post28817


and separately and with clarity and bright lines - just as you would expect Epicureans to tackle
any project.

[Note: I added the [for] into my quote from Nate because I think that's what he meant.]
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