Pros and Cons Of Considering Epicurean Philosophy
To Be A "Religion”

Post by “Pacatus” of January 24, 2024 at 5:49 PM

Quote from Nate

"l will be obedient to Epicurus, according to whom | have made it my choice to live.”

| actually hate that oath - and any similar oaths. If something does not resonate, there is no
reason to cling to it like some immutable creed. (Did that enough times in my erroneous past.) |
do not commit myself to the idea that Epicurus must have been right about everything - and so
will not “troth” myself to any such oath or vow. Epicurean philosophy (and therapy) does
provide a kind of lodestone now for me in guiding my life - richly so. But any “religio” - in terms
of binding myself to some creedal requirement - that | reject (again, been there). If it works for
you, under your own understanding, that’s great. No judgment on that. Truly.

| also am steeped in the idea of the evolution of language, and such things as metaphorical and
analogical usages (as well as the vagaries of translation). (And one of my pleasurable games as
a poet is to find and resurrect archaic usages in English from time to time.)

Note: Not only (as | noted earlier in this thread) have | thumbed-up posts on both side of this
discussion (including yours), | appreciate your work - especially relevant to here, in the
Hedonicon. So any interpretation of what | say here that might imply less than a high personal
regard would be just wrong.
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