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Quote

So if someone is in a state of total inactivity, and thinks about nothing pleasurable or
troubling and feels no pain in his body, the reward system of the brain is not working*

Quote from TauPhi

if none of the hormones and neurotransmitters are at work at any given time in one's
body, wouldn't that be a strong indication that this individual is as alive as a dodo?

i agree Tau Phi, if the hormones and neurotransmitters are not working at all, then that sounds
like death.

However, the tone of hypothetical questions like this seems to be that the person under
discussion is simply sitting quietly and still and not receiving any stimulation, rather than being
dead.

The part of the question about "thinks about nothing pleasurable" is also a problem. It appears
that from Epicurus' point of view, "thinking" of any kind is itself pleasurable if it is not painful.
One doesn't have to be "thinking about something pleasurable" in order for thinking to be
pleasurable.

The hand analogy applies directly to the mind. So long as the hand is alive and not feeling pain
it is feeling pleasure. So long as the mind is alive and not feeling pain it is feeling pleasure.
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