Epicureanism as the spiritual essence or 'religion’' of
an entire community

Post by “Peter Konstans” of January 17, 2024 at 9:52 AM

Quote from Don

Quote from Peter Konstans

The spirit of Epicureanism is of course inclusive. Cicero would want education
only for the 'good families'. | want basic education for everyone (although basic
doesn't include things like algebra and grammar for me) and | want advanced
education for talented people regardless of social background. | don't want a
distinction between schools for working class families and schools for rich
people. In fact | would prefer to abolish private schools altogether. So | think |
have more in common with you in the way | view education than with Cicero.

Now we're getting somewhere. Thank you for that clarification. That helps me
understand your position a little better.

My follow up question is "What would you include in your 'basic education'?" Epicurus
certainly wrote against nawdela (paideia), the standard form of "education" or (better
translated, in my opinion) "enculturation" of his time.

That's true but education always has enculturation elements in it. That's because education is a
form of propaganda. Epicurus' rejection of paedia reflects his rejection of the values of the
society he lived in.

Basic education would include everything in the following text. It's an adapted text from
Xenophon taken from an ancient Greek language textbook intended for the use of Greek pupils.

"Ev ABrjvalc toug noibag peT’ émueAeiag 6ddokoual Kal vouBeToboL. MPETOV PEV KAl TPOPOC
KOl MATNP KOl modaywyog Kol adTog 6 natnp énmueAodvtal Onwg BEATIOTOG yeEvAoETAL O AlG,
51640KOVTEC BTL TO P&V Bikalov, TO 6 Ebkov Kol TEde pEv KaAdy, TOde 6¢ aioxpdv éoTt. Elta
0¢, éneldav ol maldeg €ig AAkiav EABwOLY, ol yovelg €lg HLOaoKAAWY TMéunovaty, &vOa ol pev
YPOUMATIOTOU EmpeAolvTal Onweg ypdupata Pdbwowy kal T yeypoappéva €vvowol, ol o6&
KlBaplotal TR KBap(Ceww NUEPWTEPOVG adTOLG TOLElY MELPOVTAL KOl TAG TGOV Maldwv youxag
MPOC TOV PLBPOV KAl TNV apuoviav oikewodol. “ETt ol maideg év yupvaoiolc kol maAa{oTpalg
pottwovy, &vBa ol mawdotpiBal BeAtiw T cwpata avT@v mowodol, va PR dvaykdlwvTtal
AMOOELALAY Sl TNV TWV CWUAETWY movnplav.
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So basic education would include teaching right and wrong according to Epicureanism,
(Epicurean enculturation) learning to read and write, learning musical instruments as well as
strenuous physical education and sports. It would resemble a 'ludus' i. e. a disciplined playing
ground of sorts for young people. It would not have the character of a boring academy.
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