What Would Epicurus Think of the Big Bang?

Post by “Cassius” of January 14, 2024 at 6:22 PM

Quote from thatchickinpa

The observable universe means something different than "the universe", and the
former is usually what is meant when people talk about it. Is it the former that is
referred to in this essay?

To me that's the key to almost all the issues in these debates. The chasm seems to be that for
most of 2000 years when people talked in educated circles about "universe" they meant
"Everything" and not "what we can observe."

In this presentation around the 45 minute mark that's where this really pops up. He starts
talking about "universe" and seems to be referring to "observable universe" though the
terminology to a layman is still as it was 2000 years ago - universe means everything.

| don't mean to sound like Cicero criticizing Epicurus, because it's perfectly acceptable to re-
define your terms if you are going to be clear about it.

But for example in Don's video, it appears to me that he's talking to an audience of educated
laymen. Educated laymen don't need to be misled by suggesting to them that "everything" is
13.8 billion years old.

It seems to me that the decision to talk in one of these terms or the other is itself a huge
philosophical issue and needs to be answered philosophically if you're going to be clear and
dedicated to the "truth," rather than simply being caught up in the excitement of your own
pleasurable exploration of the latest theories.
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